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The Hampton Roads Community Foundation awarded a $1 million, two-year grant to Smart Beginnings South Hampton Roads. The grant will provide operating support for Smart Beginnings as it pilots a statewide quality rating and improvement system for home childcare providers. 
Smart Beginnings already has implemented a statewide rating and improvement system for early care and education centers. In Hampton Roads 103 childcare centers are receiving quality ratings and assistance from Smart Beginnings to improve their programs.
Smart Beginnings was among eight nonprofit organizations awarded more than $1.9 million during the Foundation’s first round of grants for 2011. Additional grant recipients include:
· Virginia Supportive Housing, $400,000 to help build Heron’s Landing, a Chesapeake apartment community for 60 formerly homeless adults. This will be the fourth permanent supportive housing community Virginia Supportive Housing has built in the region with help from foundation grants. Others are Gosnold Apartments in Norfolk, Cloverleaf Apartments in Virginia Beach and South Bay Apartments in Portsmouth.

· St. Mary’s Home for Disabled Children, $200,000 to help it build a 10,000-square-foot intermediate care facility for 12 adults with severe disabilities. 
· Places and Programs for Children, $128,676 to upgrade the outdoor spaces at four Children’s Harbor early care and education centers in Chesapeake, Norfolk, Portsmouth and Suffolk. New play equipment, shade structures and protective ground cover will be among the improvements.
· The Planning Council, $125,000 to outfit its new headquarters in Norfolk. The organization plans, develops and manages human services programs that benefit Hampton Roads residents.

· YWCA of South Hampton Roads, $45,000 to implement the Children’s Defense Fund’s Freedom School summer program at the United Church of Christ in Norfolk. The program will give 50 low-income Norfolk children free summer and after-school support to help them succeed in school. 
· Friends of the Portsmouth Juvenile Court, $19,660 to purchase computer and other office equipment to improve its work with children and their families involved in court cases. 
· Commonwealth Catholic Charities, $15,000 to buy a minivan to transport new refugees in Hampton Roads to class and work. 
The Hampton Roads Community Foundation is southeastern Virginia’s largest grant and scholarship provider – awarding more than $12 million last year. It formed in 2010 from a merger of The Norfolk Foundation and The Virginia Beach Foundation. 

Details on applying for grants are at www.hamptonroadscf.org.
